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Historic
Sekigahara
Battlegrounds A

Pitting Tokugawa Ieyasu - the 
victor who would later be rec-
ognized as one of Japan's three 
great unifiers - against Ishida 

Mitsunari, the Battle of Sekigahara saw 158,000 
samurai fighting it out for control of the realm. Far 
removed from the commotion of that fateful day 
in 1600, the battlegrounds today are a tranquil 
place offering beautiful views of the Japanese 
countryside. Flags and stone monuments remain 
to indicate where the military encampments of the 
Eastern and Western Armies stood. A bicycle ride 
is surely a great way to enjoy this vast area.

B  Yoro Waterfall
With a height of 30 meters 
and a width of 4, this wa-
terfall has been selected 
both as one of Japan's 
"100 Remarkable Waters" 
and as one of its 100 best 
water fal ls. Yoro Park, in 
which the waterfall is locat-
ed, is a sight to behold any 
time of the year, but mid-
November to early December is perhaps the 
best season, thanks to the impressive maple 
trees that dot the park. The 3,000 cherry 
trees that bloom in the springtime are also a 
highlight, creating quite a seasonal contrast. 

Yoro Station → [50-minute walk]

http://www.kanko-yoro.jp/（JPN）

http://www.kanko-sekigahara.jp/en/index.html

http://www.ogakikanko.jp/english/index.html 

GETTING HERE
Ogaki: JR Gifu Station → [JR Tokaido Main Line・10 min・¥230] → Ogaki 
Station
Sekigahara: Ogaki Station → [JR Tokaido Main Line・15 min・¥230] → 
Sekigahara Station
Yoro: Ogaki Station → [Yoro Railway・20 min・¥400] → Yoro Station

[Ogaki] The central hub of Gifu's Seino region, the city of Ogaki is famous as a "water capital," a 
place with pristine water to rival that of Gujo Hachiman. It once flourished as the castle town that 
sprang up around Ogaki Castle, and today there are various festivals and events each season that 
make it a worthwhile visit. There are must-see destinations scattered throughout the city, so it is a 
great place to enjoy a walk or a ride on a rental bicycle getting to and from all of these places.
[Sekigahara] This town is the site of the most famous and most important battle in all of Japanese 
history, the Battle of Sekigahara. Those interested in samurai and in the history of Japan will not want 
to pass up a visit here. A variety of samurai-themed paraphernalia are available, as are rental bicycles 
that can be used for exploring the beautiful area.
[Yoro] This town is the home of the Yoro Waterfall, famous for a legend in which the waterfall spouts 
sake as if in answer to a poor man's wish. The sake, found by a man whose ailing father has only sake 
for comfort in his old age, heals the father's sickness when brought to him by his son! The Empress 
Gensho, hearing this tale, visited the waterfall herself and determined that this miracle was a reward 
for the filial piety the man had shown. She thereafter decided to rename the era of her reign "Yoro."

Ogaki, the Water Capital
With bountiful spring water and many riv-
ers flowing within the city limits, Ogaki has 
long been known as the "water capital" of 
the region. The scenic views of this former 
river port town almost always feature water 
in some shape or form, such as those that 
you can enjoy during the river cruises along 
the Suimon River that are available during 
festivals in the spring and autumn. Visitors 
are also free to make use of the dozen or so 
natural springs that well up from the ground 
around the city and taste the purity of 
Ogaki's water for themselves! Without this 
water, none of the local specialties that make use of it - from mizu manju  jelly cakes 
to tofu to lemonade - would be possible!

MAIN FEATURE

1 Mizu Manju
     ( ¥100 apiece)
A Japanese wagashi  confec-

tion representative of Ogaki City, mizu manju  are jelly 
cakes filled with adzuki bean paste and served in ice-
cold Ogaki water. Perfect for combating hot weather, 
these sweets are available only in spring and summer.
Get some at the Kinchoen Sohonke confectionery

2-10 Kuruwa-machi, Ogaki City 8 am ~ 8 pm 
None 0584-78-2022 http://www.kinchoen-

sohonke.co.jp/ （JPN）

2 Warlord-
Themed T-shirt
( ¥3,800) 
Available at the gift shop 
of the Sekigahara Town 
History & Folklore Mu-

seum are various Battle of Sekigahara-themed 
goods like this one. With warlords' crests or 
their immortal sayings imprinted upon t-shirts, 
mugs, and the like, paraphernalia like these 
make for fantastic mementos from the site 
of one of Japan's most momentous events! 

0584-43-2665 http://www.rekimin-
sekigahara.jp/english/index.html

LOCAL SPECIALTY SPECIALTY GOODS

One wagashi  sweet free of charge
 (Valid until March 31, 2014)

[OGAKI・SEKIGAHARA・YORO]:
THE ESSENTIALS

Peak Viewing Season
Late March 〜 early April
Mid-November 〜

    early December

http://www.kanko-yoro.jp/


[OGAKI・SEKIGAHARA・YORO]
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The haiku is the most famous form of Japanese 
poetry that is of fixed verse, composed of 17 
characters broken up into lines of five, seven, 
and five. The most celebrated composer of this 
form is the beloved Matsuo Basho, who traveled the 
length of Japan, writing poems all the while in reaction to sights 
and landscapes that he came across. The most famous collec-
tion of his haiku, called The Narrow Road to the Deep North  (or 
Oku no Hosomichi  in Japanese), is considered one of the great 
classical texts of Japanese literature and includes the poems 

that he wrote during one of his very last journeys. On this “narrow road to the deep north,” 
Basho chose Ogaki as his last stop, thus cementing forever the connection between himself 
and this city. Throughout Ogaki today, you will find numerous tributes to Basho and his jour-
ney, from stone tablets inscribed with his haiku to the Memorial Hall introduced below.

❸Ogaki Forum Hotel 大垣フォーラムホテル

❼ Takimotokan Yuki no Sato 滝元館 遊季の里

❻Battle of Sekigahara Festival 関ヶ原合戦まつり

❺ Site of Reversible Destiny - Yoro Park 養老天命反転地

An internationally-oriented hotel, the Ogaki Forum Hotel has a 
very relaxed atmosphere and promises a very comfortable stay. 
As befits a hotel in Ogaki, this hotel has a naturally springing 
fountain called “Kofuku no Izumi” (the “Spring of Happiness”) 
adjacent to its main entrance. You can enjoy cuisine made us-
ing the deliciously fresh spring water of Ogaki here at the Ogaki 
Forum Hotel, and each guest room has a LAN cable for easy 
internet connectivity. 2-31 Mangoku, Ogaki City 1 night + 2 
meals: from ¥14,500 Ogaki Station → [Taxi・10 min] 0584-
81-4171 http://www.forumhotel.co.jp/english/engfhd.html

Located right near the Yoro Waterfall, this ryokan  inn 
abounds in traditional Japanese charm. There are only 
11 guest rooms here, which means that the staff at Taki-
motokan Yuki no Sato are able to pay that much more 
attention to their guests’ every wish and need. This 
hospitality is the pride of the inn, and the open-air onsen  
baths as well as the Kyoto-style kaiseki  banquets served 
here allow guests to enjoy the “luxury of doing nothing” 
aside from relaxing and treasuring time with friends 

and family. Only accepts guests 12 years of age and older. 1290-167 Yoro Koen, Yoro-cho, 
Yoro-gun 1 night + 2 meals: from ¥27,870 Yoro Station → [Taxi・10 min] or [Courtesy car・
reservation required] 0584-32-3111 http://www.yukinosato.co.jp/ (English site linked)

A commemoration of the battle for which the town is fa-
mous, the Battle of Sekigahara Festival is held every year on 
the 3rd full weekend in October, drawing history buffs and 
re-enactment enthusiasts from afar. The re-enactment of 
the battle itself is a highlight of the festival, as are the match-
lock firing demonstrations, the grand parade of samurai - 
including historical figures - and the live stage events. You 
can also get your hands on Warring States period-themed 
goods at the market! The meaty parts of the festival, includ-
ing the re-enactment, are held on the Sunday only, so it may 
be wise to visit then as opposed to on Saturday!

894-58 Oaza Sekigahara, Sekigahara-cho, Fuwa-gun
Sekigahara Station → [5 ~ 20-minute walk]
0584-43-1112 (Sekigahara Regional Development Division)

The brainchild of famed artist and architect Shusaku 
Arakawa and poet Madeline Gins, the Site of Reversible 
Destiny is truly a park like no other. It is a conceptual art 
project revolving around the theme of “encountering the un-
expected.” Through its various installations that cause one 
to lose all sense of perspective and balance, the park invites 
visitors to rethink their spiritual and physical orientation to 
the world. This boundary-defying art/architecture features 
wildly undulating terrain, so it is best to wear comfortable 

clothes and shoes so that you can move about easily. Located at the mouth of Yoro Park, the Site 
of Reversible Destiny should be added to any itinerary that includes a trip to the Yoro Waterfall!

1298-2 Takabayashi, Yoro-cho, Yoro-gun 9 am ~ 5 pm (Last entry: 4:30 pm) ¥710 (High 
school students: ¥510, Middle and elementary school students: ¥300) Monday (Or the follow-
ing business day instead when Monday is a holiday), December 29 ~ January 3 Yoro Station → 
[10-minute walk] 0584-32-0501 (Yoro Park Office) http://www.yoro-park.com/ (JPN) 

V・M・A
J・D V・M・A

J・D
One complimentary can of beer from the mini-fridge
(Valid until March 31, 2014) Commemorative photograph (No expiration date)

❷Ohashi Ryoki 枡工房ますや

With a long history of 1,300 years, the masu  wooden measure 
has been a pride of the Japanese crafts tradition. Originally used 
for measuring rice in feudal Japan, which was the currency of the 
time, masu  are now used as vessels from which to drink sake. 
Made from fragrant wood of the luxurious Japanese cypress 
tree, masu  are also seen as good luck charms and are used in 
sacred rituals, such as holy offerings of sake or rice to the dei-
ties at a shrine. Ogaki City is the dominant producer of masu  in 
the country, with a whopping 80% share. Ohashi Ryoki is one 
of these fabulous masu  workshops, and here, not only can you 
purchase masu , you can also - with a prior reservation - take a 

look behind the scenes at the production process and even try making one yourself!
2-8 Nishitogawa-cho, Ogaki City 9 am ~ 6 pm (Weekends and holidays: until 5 pm) Ogaki Station → 

[15-minute walk] 0584-78-5468 http://www.ohashiryoki.com/what-is-masu/index.html

10% off your purchase (Valid until March 31, 2014)

❹Yoro Railway 養老鉄道

Running for 57.5 kilometers between Kuwana and 
Ibi Stations, the Yoro Railway is another of the old-
fashioned trains that travels through the marvelous 
Gifu countryside. The railroad company proactively 
innovates ways to make the ride unique for customers, 
such as by offering a “Chinese food therapy train” in 
which you can enjoy a lunch featuring cuisine that ad-
heres to the principles of Chinese medicine.

0584-78-3400
http://www.yororailway.co.jp/ (JPN)

❶Oku no Hosomichi Musubi no Chi Memorial Hall
Here at this museum celebrating the tradition of the 
great poet Matsuo Basho and his connection to Ogaki 
City, you can watch a 3-D film tracing the path of his 
journeys. There is also an area that acts as a tribute to 
the many greats who contributed to the history, culture, 
and art of the city as well as a section where you can 
get information on the tourist sights of Ogaki.

2-26-1 Funa-machi, Ogaki City 9 am ~ 5 pm 
¥300 (18 years old and younger: free admission)
December 29 ~ January 3 
Ogaki Station → [16-minute walk] 0584-84-8430 One-time discount from ¥710 to ¥510 for each person in a group of five

or fewer (Valid until March 31, 2014)

Ogaki and Matsuo Basho

奥の細道むすびの地記念館


