
D Rail Mountain Biking
With bikes set on railroad tracks that are no longer in use, Rail 
Mountain Biking allows you to experience a wholly different kind of 
cycling. While gazing at the gorgeous scenery all around you, feel 
the vibration and sound of the tracks as you speed along them,  
almost as if you were a train yourself! Map Code: 191 832 815

E Bokka no Sato
A relaxing space in the highlands of Gujo City, Bokka no Sato boasts 
many flower gardens that bloom seasonally, farm animals that visitors 
can interact with, and workshops in which to try one’s hand at crafts. A 
perfect destination for families, it emphasizes and facilitates getting in-
touch with the natural world around us. Map Code: 403 831 705

F Toki Premium Outlets
Reimagining the streets of beautiful Colorado, USA, the Toki Premium 
Outlets are a mall where 140 of the top domestic and foreign brand 
names have come together to open shop. From fashion apparel to 
cosmetics to interior decorating goods, there is no end to what you 
can find here at discounted prices. Map Code: 98 305 491
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Points of Caution
●Northern areas of Gifu Prefecture see heavy snow in the wintertime and even during months not usually con-
sidered “winter.” For this reason, cars should be rented equipped with studless tires from November to April. 
Cars without appropriate tires may not even be allowed to drive on the roads in the northern region during that 
time, so it is better to be safe than sorry by including studless tires in your reservation.
●All expressways charge a fee, so unless you have purchased a package with an ETC (“Electronic Toll Collec-
tion”) card included, you will need to take a ticket at the entry gate to the expressway and pay at the exit gate 
with cash or a credit card. For more information: http://global.c-nexco.co.jp/en/faq/index.html

Estimated Time
Required When Traveling 
via Expressway
●Central Japan International 

Airport → [50 min] → Nagoya 
→ [30 min] → Gifu → [40 min] 
→ Gujo → [1 hr] → Takayama 
→ [50 min] → Shirakawa-go

●Gifu → [2 hr 15 min] → Gero 
→ [1 hr 20 min] → Takayama 
→ [1 hr] → Okuhida Hot 
Spring Villages

●Nagoya → [45 min] → Tajimi 
→ [25 min] → Ena →

   [30 min] → Magome-juku
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Gifu Prefecture boasts a wealth of expressways (all of which are toll roads) and national 
highways that are exceptionally well-maintained and comfortably wide, making it an 
incredibly easy area in which to drive, even for foreign travelers. Easy to access from all 
directions, Gifu is the perfect choice of destination for a self-drive vacation!

Be aware that cars in Japan drive on the left-hand side of the road, so drivers who are 
used to the opposite must pay extra care to turning into the left lanes.

For detailed rules of the road: http://www.npa.go.jp/annai/license_renewal/english.pdf

Required Items for Driving in Japan
●An International Driving Permit (in most cases)
●Your driver’s license from your home country

Using a Rental Car
[Major Rental Car Agencies that Offer English Language GPS Devices]
TOYOTA Rent a Car　   http://rent.toyota.co.jp/en/index.html　
MAZDA CAR RENTAL　http://www.mazda-rentacar.com/　

●The Convenient Functions of GPS Navigation Systems: No Japanese Required!
Inputting a Destination by Map Code
Based on latitude/longitude coordinates, map codes are six to ten-digit numbers that will 
direct you exactly to any point in the country. They are the most reliable way of getting where 
you want to go, but must be procured ahead of time from the internet or other sources.
Inputting a Destination by Telephone Number
Much easier to find than map codes, telephone numbers can also be input into the GPS system 
in order to set the destination. This will perhaps be the most frequent input method you will use, 
but note that because you are providing a telephone number and not a precise point on a map, 
there are (rare) occasions when this input method proves to be slightly less accurate.

Taking a Breather at One of Japan’s Fabulous Rest Stops!
●Service Areas (SA) and Parking Areas (PA) are placed at regular intervals along Japan’s ex-
pressways, and government-designated Roadside Stations (Michi no Eki  in Japanese) are similar-
ly located along the national highways. Most of these facilities boast - aside from restrooms and 
vending machines - restaurants, souvenir shops, and other leisure-
centered attractions that make them destinations unto themselves! 
Just in terms of the Roadside Stations, Gifu Prefecture has a whop-
ping 54 of them, the most of any prefecture outside of Hokkaido!

Central Nippon Expressway Pass 2013
●Developed by Gifu Prefecture and NEXCO Central, the operator of the expressway 
system in central Japan, the Central Nippon Expressway Pass (CEP) makes driving in the 
general area affordable and easy! When you rent a car from Toyota or Mazda, add on this 
fixed price plan (for a designated number of days from 2 to 14) and get an ETC (electronic 
toll collection) card inserted into the car. With this, you can enjoy unlimited use of the 
entire (usually expensive) highway network administered by NEXCO Central and can pass 
through toll gates without having to stop and pay. The CEP offers drivers unprecedented 
freedom of movement in central Japan and will even cover the trip to Tokyo!
For More Information: http://global.c-nexco.co.jp/en/whatsnew/pdf/cep2013.pdf

We’re Not Done Yet! Points of Interest in Gifu Easily Accessible Only by Rental Car

A Usuzumi-zakura Cherry Tree
The second oldest sakura in all of Japan (over 1,500 years old), the Usuzu-
mi-zakura is one of Japan’s Three Great Cherry Trees. Said to have been 
planted by the Keitai Emperor himself, the tree displays blossoms that are 
pink, then white when at full-bloom (early ~ mid-April), and finally a pale 
gray when they scatter to the ground. Map Code: 477 463 471

B Mt. Tanigumi Kegon-ji Temple
An old Buddhist temple over 1,200 years old, Kegon-ji Temple is 
esteemed for its beautiful entrance path lined with cherry trees 
as well as for its autumn foliage. Its statues of the Bishamonten, a 
god of warfare, and Kwannon, a goddess of mercy, are designated  
national Important Cultural Properties. Map Code: 242 718 074

C Chiyobo Inari Shrine
As a shrine that bestows upon visitors the blessing of thriving business, Chiyobo 
Inari Shrine is the destination of many worshippers every year. It is considered by 
some to be one of Japan’s Three Great Inari Shrines that celebrate Inari Okami, the 
Japanese god of rice, fertility, and foxes. Munching on local snacks while strolling 
the area is a recommended way to enjoy it. Map Code: 28 033 213

Navigating Gifu in a Rental Car
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