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Ena Valley is one of the most scenic autumn foliage spots in Gifu 

prefecture. Aside from the cliffsides that turn into beautiful shades of 

orange, the area is also famous for a number of mysteriously-shaped 

boulders that line both sides of the Kiso River. 

    Thought to have started around 400 years 

ago, the Takayama Autumn Festival is 

considered to be one of Japan’s three most 

beautiful festivals. At the festival you can see 

beautifully crafted festival floats that tower over 

you―about the same height as the surrounding 

buildings―toukeiraku musicians, shishi lion 

dancing, and karakuri marionette doll 

performances. 

    On the night of the first evening, watch as 

the floats are adorned with paper lanterns that 

light up the dark Takayama streets. This festival 

brings people from all over Japan and the rest 

of the world, so make sure to plan the trip as far 

ahead in advance as possible. 

Summer is coming to an end, and we can all breathe a sigh of relief as the temperature returns to a 

more comfortable level. Autumn brings with it many changes to Gifu’s scenery as the surrounding 

mountainsides turn to shades of yellow, brown, red, and orange. There will also be the appearance 

of new seasonal delicacies like kurikinton, and the return of oden to convenience stores. In this 

autmun edition of the Go Gifu newsletter, we will highlight some of the fall festivals and events 

that you won’t want to miss. 

Takayama Autumn Festival 
Takayama City 

Date:   October 9th and 10th  

Time:  around 9:00am～4:00pm (until 9:00pm on the 9th) 

Venue:  Area around Sakurayama Hachiman-gu Shrine 

Directions:  20-minute walk from the JR Takayama 

Station (10 minutes north of the Takayama Old Quarter) 
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Mino Washi Lantern-Art Exhibition  Mino City 

     At this festival, Mino City’s 1,300-year-old traditional art of 

Mino Washi Japanese paper can be enjoyed in the city’s 

historical district. Every year Mino City holds a nation-wide Mino 

Washi latern-art competition and displays the entries along the 

udatsu-lined old streets. 

     Udatsu are fire-walls that were used in the Edo period to 

prevent the spreading of fire in the case that one were to break 

out. Seeing the historical district lit up by the soft light of the 

Mino Washi lantern art will create a mysterious, dream-like 

atmosphere. 

Date:   October 7th and 8th (Sat and Sun) 

Time:  5:00pm～9:00pm ***time lanterns are lit 

Venue:  Udatsu-Lined Old Streets of Mino City 

Directions:  10-minute walk from the Nagaragawa 

Railway’s Mino-shi Station (or a 1-minute walk from 

“Udatsu no Machinami-dori” bus stop on the Gifu 

Mino Line of Gifu Bus) 

     See around 80 of the top entries from the Mino 

Washi Lantern-Art Exhibition placed inside acrylic 

casing and displayed along the Udatsu-lined old streets. 

This event is for those who couldn’t make it to the main 

art exhibit, and thanks to the protective casing it can 

even be enjoyed in the rain. 

Related Event: Mino’s Lantern-Art 

Extended Showcase 

Date:   Friday, October 13th ～Thursday, November 30th  

Time:  5:00pm-9:00pm ***time lanterns are lit 

Seki City 50th Cutlery Festival 
Seki City 

     Seki is a city known all over the world for their 

high-quality steel cutlery, and they hold a cutlery 

festival every year with cutlery vendors (normally 

around 50), an outdoor knife show, live music, 

festival food, and traditional katana forging 

demonstrations. If you want to buy some 

incredibly reasonably-priced cutlery, or see master 

blacksmiths craft a sword then this is one festival 

you won’t want to miss. 

Date:   October 7th and 8th (Sat and Sun) 

Time:  10:00am～5:00pm 

Venue:  2 Chome Honmachi, Seki City (vendors 

will be along Honmachi-dori Street) 

Directions:  7-minute walk from Nagaragawa 

Railway’s Seki Station (From JR Takayama Main 

Line transfer at Mino-Ota Station)  

Related Event: Traditional 

Katana Forging Demonstration      See a katana be forged before your  
very eyes as master blacksmiths 

literally pound the impurities out of red-

hot steel. During the festival period, 

admission to the Seki Traditional 

Swordsmith Museum will be free of 

charge. 

Date:   October 7th and 8th  

Time:  10:30am, 1:30pm, 3:00pm 

Venue:  Seki Traditional Swordsmith Museum 

Directions:  10 minutes on foot from the 

cutlery festival venue  

The events on this 
page are very close 

together, so why not 
go to both in one 

trip? 

The old udatsu-lined streets  

Mino Washi lantern art 



Gifu Nobunaga Festival   
Gifu City 

     This festival is held annually in order to celebrate the 

prosperity and community-development that samurai 

warlord Oda Nobunaga brought to Gifu. Parades of rifle-

wielding samurai, samurai generals, marching bands, 
and dancing troupes, as well as many other events fill the 

weekend and keep the memory of Oda Nobunaga alive!  

     This year’s celebration is guaranteed to be especially 

festive because it coincides with the 450th Anniversary of 

Nobunaga’s Conquest and Renaming of Gifu. During the 

festival you can wandering around various markets like 

the Waku Waku Flea Market at Kogane Park, the 

Pedestrian-only Zone at Wakamiya-cho, and the Rakuichi 

Produce Market in Yanagase. 

 

Yoro Park Momiji Festival  Yoro Town 

Address:  2-1-1 Yabuta-minami, Gifu City, Gifu 500-8570 

Official Tourism Website:  http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/ 

Official Blog:  http://gogifu.wordpress.com/ 

 

Email:  q01205@govt.pref.gifu.jp 

Tel: +81-58-272-8360****international                

    058-272-8360****domestic 

Gifu Prefectural Government International Affairs Division 

Date:   October 7th and 8th  

Time:  10:00am-4:00pm (some events will go 

longer on Saturday) 

Venue:  Downtown Gifu City Area (various spots 

from JR Gifu Station to Wakamiya-cho) 

Directions:  All events are within a 20-minute 

walk from either JR Gifu or Meitetsu Gifu Stations 

     Yoro Park, located at the base of Mt. Yoro―home to over 3,000 

maple trees―is the perfect place to spend a day appreciating the fall 

colors. The park itself is massive in size and offers multiple attractions 

like Yoro Falls, the Site of Reversible Destiny, and Children’s Country 

to name a few. It is well known for its stunning beauty in the fall and 

sees upwards of a million visitors a year. 

*Photo of the 

Site of Reversible Destiny 

Date:   October 1st ～ November 30th (festival events are 

concentrated on weekends and national holidays) 

Venue:  Yoro Park 

Directions:  10-minute walk east from Yoro Railway’s Yoro 

Station 

Above Image: Yoro Park leading to Yoro Falls 

1.) Name: Masahito 

2.) Hometown:  

            Sekigahara  

 3.) Favorite Fall Activity:    

Marathons, there are lots of well- 

known marathonsーlike the Ibigawa Marathonーheld here in Gifu. Also, during autumn the 

colors of the trees are a treat to look at and the air is refreshing to breath in.  

4.) Favorite Place:   Okuhida Hot Spring Village, the weather 

outside during the fall is not too hot or too cold, perfect for 

enjoying outdoor hot spring baths! Gazing out at the all the 

warm autumn colors from the outdoor baths is the best! 

5.) Favorite Fall Food:   Dried persimmons and “kurikinton,” 

both are famous fall delicacies here in Gifu. All year round, 

however, I love to drink  

locally-brewed Gifu sake. 

Kurikinton 

Samurai Riflemen 


