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Traditional
Crafts of Gifu
Experience the Ancient Crafts of Gifu Prefecture
There is a long history of thriving craft industries here in Gifu Prefecture. 
Ceramics in the Tono region, woodcraft in Ogaki and the Hida region, 
Mino Washi  paper, and Seki cutlery are among the most distinctive local 
industries found in Gifu. The skills and expertise of the artisans – who 
have passed down the techniques and technologies of these exceptional 
products for generations – remain treasured by many to this very day.

Mino Washi  Paper
Mino Washi  owes its creation to the 
naturally r ich environment of the 
Mino region and the ingenuity of the 
local people. With recent industrial 
expansions, a much wider variety 
of products (including placemats, 
lamps, and other accessories) are 
being produced now more than 
ever before. In 2014, one of the 
techniques of making Mino Washi 
by hand was des ignated as an 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage, helping it attract international 
attention.

Mino Ware
Mino Ware (“Mino Yaki ” in Japanese) is a style of ceramic ware pro-
duced in the cities of Tajimi, Toki, and Mizunami. Pottery production 
in this area goes back 1,300 years, and items such as tableware, 
tiles, and industrial ceramic products began to be mass produced in 
the 1930’s. Mino Ware boasts more than a 50% share of all pottery 
goods produced in Japan.

Seki Cutlery
Seki cutlery has a long history that dates back some 780 years, and 
Seki itself originally prospered as a major sword-production area. This 
was possible because all of the essential elements needed for sword 
making were found naturally in the surrounding environment. The his-
tory and tradition of swordsmithing has been passed down to the pres-
ent day, helping Seki become known as the largest cutlery production 
area in Japan – famous for their high-quality knives and scissors.Woodcraft

With forests occupying more than 80% of 
the land, Gifu’s abundant resources and 
wealth of unique craftsmanship has re-
sulted in a variety of wood products being 
produced in the region. Traditional tech-
niques have been passed down through 
generations resulting in advanced car-
pentry skills that are used to make a wide 
range of wooden products today, from 
the finger-jointed masu boxes of Ogaki to 
the furniture of the Hida region.

岐阜の伝統工芸

Learn about Seki City ▶P68

Learn about Mino City ▶P64 Learn about the Hida Region ▶P20〜
Learn about Ogaki City ▶P90

Learn about Tajimi, Toki, and Mizunami ▶P76
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Experience Gifu’s World-
Acclaimed Heritages

Ogaki Festival
Experience the History of Cultural Exchange

Saturday and Sunday right before May 15
The Ogaki Festival is a rare instance in Japan 
where the yama  floats from both the towns-
people and a past feudal lord are displayed 
together. The central location of the Mino 
region in Japan plays an important role in the 
festival because one can see connections to 
both eastern and western festival cultures: 
the karakuri  marionette dolls of the yatai 
floats were influenced by the Chukyo region’s 
yama  float processions, while the child ka-
buki  performances were inspired by those of 
the Kinki region.

In December of 2016, thirty-three traditional float festivals all over Japan 
were designated as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritages. Three of the 33 
festivals - the Takayama Festival, Furukawa Festival, and Ogaki Festival - are 
located in Gifu. In addition to the three festivals, Gifu Prefecture is home to 
other world-class heritages such as Shirakawa-go Village and Hon-Minoshi  
Japanese paper. Make sure and tour around these world-class heritages; you 
won’t be disappointed with the tradition and culture they contain!

Furukawa Festival
The Historical Spectacle Filled with Raw Emotion and Intensity

April 19 ~ 20
The Furukawa Festival is an annual celebration 
held by Keta Wakamiya Shrine. It is comprised 
of three elements: the omikoshi  portable-
shrine procession, the intense Okoshi-daiko  
(literally meaning “drum of awakening”) per-
formance, and the peaceful yatai  festival float 
parade. The highlight of the festival is the 
Okoshi-daiko  performance where different dis-
tricts – each with their own tsuke-daiko  drums 
– compete late into the night in order to get 
as close to the gigantic Okoshi-daiko  drum as 
possible. 

Takayama Festival
Exquisitely Crafted Floats Color Takayama’s Historical District

Spring Festival: April 14 ~ 15
Autumn Festival: October 9 ~ 10
The Takayama Festival is one of Japan’s Three Most 
Beautiful Festivals and is held twice a year: in the 
spring and autumn. The yatai  floats, thought to have 
been created in 1718, utilize the master-level crafts-
manship of the Hida region to the utmost degree 
(best seen in the karakuri  marionette dolls and the 
ingeniously engineered modoshi guruma  wheels). 
There are 23 festival floats – 12 in the spring and 
11 in the autumn – that color Takayama’s historical 
district with gorgeous, vibrant colors.

Chiune Sugihara
A Humanitarian and the Pride of Gifu Prefecture

Chiune Sugihara was a Japanese diplomat during World 
War II who saved the lives of thousands of Jewish refugees 
that were fleeing Nazi persecution by issuing them transit 
visas through Japan. At the Chiune Sugihara memorial 
hall in Yaotsu-cho, there is a reconstruction of the office in 
which Chiune Sugihara made the historic decision to issue 
the transit visas as it appeared during World War II.

http://www.sugihara-museum.jp/index_en.html

Yama , Hoko , and Yatai  Float Festivals of Gifu Prefecture
Designated as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritages!

Enjoy Breath-Taking Scenery While Connecting
With Local History and Culture

▶P21 UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

▶P32 UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

▶P90 UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

Shirakawa-go World Heritage Site
A Japanese Village Unchanged by Time Where Man and Nature Coexist Peacefully

Shirakawa-go has been designated as a World Cul-
tural Heritage Site by UNESCO since 1995, and the 
thatched roof houses – which give insight into the life-
style of Japanese people long ago – are the symbol of 
the village with some of them holding over 300 years of 
history. The village and surrounding scenery changes 
with each passing season, allowing for a different ex-
perience each time one visits.
▶P36 UNESCO World Cultural Heritage

Hon-Minoshi  Japanese Paper
Genuine Washi  Paper Shaped by Over 1,300 Years of History

Hon-Minoshi  was designated as an UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in 2014 for being one of Japan’s Great 
Techniques for Hand-Making Washi . Only ten percent of 
Mino Washi  products produced can meet the severely strict 
standards for becoming Hon-Minoshi . When creating Hon-
Minoshi , artisans strive to create the paper in a way that filters 
light as beautifully as possible, and the soft, pure-white color 
of the paper is the result of their supreme craftsmanship – it 
is also considered the paper’s defining characteristic.
▶P64 UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

Ayu  of the Nagara River System
The Intimate Relationship Deeply Rooted into Everyday Life Here in Gifu

The Nagara River is a symbol of Gifu Prefecture and 
was chosen as one of Japan’s 100 Most Famous Bod-
ies of Water. The Ayu  sweetfish that thrive in the river 
are deeply connected to the local economy, history, and 
culture. This mutual relationship – which is referred to as 
the Satokawa  system – between the locals, the river en-
vironment, and the fishery organizations, is highly praised 
and was designated as a GIAHS (Globally Important Ag-
ricultural Heritage System) in 2015.
▶P53 Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System

Sodai Yosui  is designated as a Heritage Irrigation Struc-
ture (HIS) because of the fact that it is both over 100 
years old, and a structure of historical and technological 
value. This 17-kilometer irrigation canal was built over 
the course of ten years (construction first began in 1663) 
with the shear effort of three private residents. The cre-
ators used their own personal funds and received no 
assistance from the central government or local lords.

Sodai Yosui
The Canal Created With Human Ingenuity

Heritage Irrigation Structure


