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For those facilities featuring this wrapped present icon, if you show the staff 
this guidebook, you will be rewarded with a gift, discount, or complimentary 
service! These rewards have an expiration date for some places and can be 
used at any time in the future for others, so please check which of these ap-
plies to your intended destination. Only available to travelers carrying non-
Japanese passports with “Temporary Visitor” entry status (and to Japanese 
nationals with permanent residency in a foreign country).

Set amongst gorgeous natural landscapes in the very center of Japan is Gifu Prefecture, a 
place steeped in tradition. Blessed with beautifully preserved castle towns, many and varied 
hot spring districts, and unique festivals that have lived on through the centuries, Gifu trans-
ports you back in time to the Japan of old. Its traditional crafts rank among Japan’s very 
best, and its four seasons offer distinct and yet equally marvelous views that will soothe 
your soul and leave you wanting more! Just a short trip from Japan’s largest metropolitan 
centers, Gifu is easily accessible and therefore a perfect addition to any itinerary. With this 
guide in hand, make your way here to experience the many delights of the Heartland of Japan!

GIFUUnearthing the Heartland
of Japan

The Complete Travel Guide

D Exclusive Rewards

The best place to go to learn all about the history of and production process behind 
Mino Washi , this museum also informs about washi  paper more generally, introduc-
ing many of the different kinds made throughout Japan. You can also make your own 
Mino Washi  here and get a sense for how difficult it is to do it well! 1851-3 Warabi, 
Mino City 9 am ~ 5 pm (Last entry: 4:30 pm) ¥500 (Middle and elementary school 
students: ¥250) Tuesday (Or the following business day instead when Tuesday is 
a holiday), December 29 ~ January 3, Days following national holidays (museum is 
opened if the following day is during the weekend) Mino-shi Station → [Taxi・20 min] 

0575-34-8111 http://www.mino-city.jp/en/tourist/history01.html

❶Mino Washi Museum 美濃和紙の里会館

V・M・A
J・D¥50 off admission fee (Valid until March 31, 2021)
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This travel guide introduces a selection of the fabulous tourist destinations, activities, restaurants, 
and accommodations that visitors are able to enjoy here in Gifu Prefecture. It is targeted primarily at 
independent travelers making use of the public transportation system, though one section towards 
the end of the book is dedicated to rental car road trips. The guidebook takes a seasonal approach 
to sample itineraries; those presented here are more realistic than a generic itinerary that ignores 
the fact that most destinations have specific times of the year during which they are particularly ap-
pealing. Please thus use these model courses as a basis for building your own. Now then, before 
proceeding on to the meat of this book, please first read through the following cautionary notes: 
● Please be advised that the contents of this guide are current as of September, 2016 and are 
therefore subject to change.
● All telephone numbers are listed in the form appropriate for domestic dialing; when calling from 
abroad, dial the International Direct Dialing Number of your country, then “81” (Japan’s country 
code), and finally the telephone number EXCLUDING the initial “0”. 
● Some facilities do not have foreign language support by telephone, but if you wanted to make a reservation 
at one such place, for example, you might get someone to call on your behalf (even after arriving in Japan). 
● Some website links provided are for Japanese sites; that said, these could still be a great re-
source, as photos on the websites could give you a good idea of what to expect. 
● Time estimates for travel cover the amount of time actually spent riding a train, bus, or other ve-
hicle; they do not include transfer time (if a transfer is necessary), which can vary in length. 
● As a general rule (with a few exceptions), directions are provided from the transportation hub(s) of 
the area; it may be possible, however, to reach your destination without having to disembark at the 
nearest hub. If you compare the directions provided for a specific destination (i.e. the train/bus line 
to be taken) with the general directions to the relevant hub from, say, Gifu City, you should be able to 
determine if there is a need to transfer at that hub or not, thus (possibly) saving yourself some time! 
● Not every bus along one route stops at every stop, so it would be wise to confirm with the driver 
that the bus will indeed stop where you intend on getting off (simply read aloud the name of the 
stop). Additionally, there are times when the upcoming bus stop is only displayed in Japanese, so 
to be on the safe side, convey your destination to the driver in advance. 
● As a rule, lodging prices provided here represent the charge per person, assuming a party of 
two (this is standard practice in Japan); this individual rate generally changes depending on the 
total number of people in a party. 
● If no closing days are specified for a particular site, this could mean either that the site is open 
every day of the year or that it closes on irregularly scheduled days. 
● Conventions for the transliteration of Japanese into the Roman alphabet are fairly inconsistent 
when it comes to names of landmarks (rivers, bridges, etc.) and place names. For this reason, 
you may come across slightly different spellings or forms (e.g. “Miya River” instead of “Miyagawa 
River,” since “gawa” means “river” in Japanese) than are provided in this book. Frequency of use 
and ease of readability are two elements that have been considered in the choice of form pre-
sented here, but be conscious that others do exist. 
● Unless indicated otherwise, all prices include tax. 
With all of this in mind, then, go ahead and dive into the wonderful world of Gifu!


