
Nothing says “summer” like blue skies, bright green vegetation, and some kakigori shaved iced (a 

personal favorite). For those of  you in Gifu during the summer months make sure to prepare for the heat 

and humidity. If  you want some respite from high temperatures just head north to Gifu’s Hida region as 

the high elevation ensures a much cooler climate. With this newsletter we hope to introduce a few events 

and places to see in Gifu, just make sure to check our Wordpress blog and Facebook page for information 

about events not included in the newsletter! 

Gifu Prefecture Event and Tourism Newsletter 

Vol. 38 Summer 2018 

Hida Takayama Tezutsu Fireworks 

Performance 

飛騨高山手筒花火打ち上げ 

This special tezutsu 

fireworks (a type of 

handheld fireworks 

that shoot out a 

fountain of sparks) 

performance is held 

in order to ward off 

misfortune for both 

the spectators and 

firework technicians. 

Date: August 9th (Thurs) 

Time: 7:30 pm ~ 9:00 pm (finish time is tentative) 

Venue: Miyagawa River downstream of the Yayoibashi Bridge 

Directions: 20-minute walk from northeast of JR Takayama Station 

Hida Takayama Summer Evening 

Illumination 

夏の飛騨高山ライトアップ 

Date: July 1st  ~ August 16th 

Time: 7:30 pm ~ 10:00 pm 

Venue: Nakabashi Bridge and surrounding area 

Directions: 10-minute walk east of JR 

Takayama Station 
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GO GIFU 

See the Takayama old quarter decorated with colorful Tanabata (star) Festival decorations for a mere two days  from August 

6th to 7th. Here in the Hida region, the festival is celebrated on August 7th  - a month later than the rest of Japan! 



Gujo Odori Dance Festival 

郡上おどり 
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   The Gujo Odori Dance Festival is considered to 

be one of Japan’s three most famous Bon dance 

festivals and is held on 30 nights from mid-July to 

early September. The most distinct feature of the Gujo    
Dance is the period of four nights in August when the 

dancing is held all night long. As the dancing venue 

changes with each night, please check the schedule 

on the website down below for day-specific times and 

locations.  

   Dancing is open to anyone; however, yukata (a light 

summer kimono) and geta (traditional Japanese clogs) are 

customary and highly encouraged! If you need a break just 

make sure to not to stop if you are still in the middle of the 

“dance circle.” 

Date: July ～ September, All-Night Dancing: August 13th ~ 16th  

Venue: Various locations in Gujo Hachiman 

Web: http://www.gujohachiman.com/kanko/odori_schedule_e.html 

Directions: From JR Gifu Station take the JR Takayama Main Line to 

Mino-Ota Station (35 min, 500 yen), change trains to the Nagaragawa 

Railway line and ride to Gujo Hachiman Station (1 hr 26 min, 1,350 

yen) 

Summer is perfect for 
exploring some of Gifu’s 

ancient castle ruins! 

Naegi Castle Ruins 
苗木城跡 

   The 400 year old ruins of Naegi Castle show the 

castle’s innovative architectural design, making it a rare 

instance in all of Japan, which utilized the pre-existing 

rock formations of Mt. Takamori as the base of the 

mountain fortress. Make sure climb to the very top castle-

tower observation deck that offers a breathtaking view of 

the Kiso River, Nakatsugawa City, and Mt. Ena. 

Directions: About a 2 hour roundtrip hike from JR 

Nakatsugawa Station. For exact route grab a flyer from 

the Tourist Information Center next to the train station. 

   The ruins of the stone roads and 

walls of Iwamura Castle hold over 

700 years of history, and tell the story 

of Japan’s highest geographically 

located castle (717 m above sea 

level). The castle, nicknamed “castle 

of the mist,” used its high location 

and foggy climate to help ward off 

invading enemies. Visitors here will 

be rewarded with over 40,000 stone 

ruins that extend 1.7 km through the 

surrounding forest and mountain 

terrain.  

Directions: About a 45-50 minute walk 

from Akechi Railway’s Iwamura Station 

(exact route viewable with Google Maps). 

Iwamura Castle Ruins 
岩村城跡 

The view from the observation deck 

Both hikes include 

sections with 

 steep steps!!! 

Warning: 

http://www.gujohachiman.com/kanko/odori_schedule_e.html


Address:  2-1-1 Yabuta-minami, Gifu City, Gifu 500-8570 

Official Tourism Website:  http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/ 

Official Blog:  http://gogifu.wordpress.com/ 

 

Email:  q01205@govt.pref.gifu.jp 

Telephone:  +81-58-272-8360****international            
 058-272-8360****domestic 

Gifu Prefectural Government 

International Affairs Division 

Cormorant Fishing in Gifu 

ぎふ鵜飼 

  Gifu Prefecture prides itself on its pristine  

river water, and the Nagara River running  

through the center of Gifu City is a prime  

example of this spectacular natural  resource.  

Proof of the water’s purity is the fact that ayu  

sweetfish, which can only live in extremely  

clean freshwaters, make it their habitat.  

  The traditional method of catching these sweetfish, known as ukai , involves raising 

cormorant birds and training them to dive underwater to snatch up the fish from below. 

A thin rope is tied around each bird’s soft, elastic neck so that it can catch many fish in 

there at once without actually swallowing them. The master fishermen raise the 

cormorant birds as a member of their own family, holding a close relationship with 

each one. Thanks to this intimate relationship they are able to sense when  the bird is 

fatigued and will adjust the tightness of the rope accordingly to allow the bird to feed 

on smaller fish.  

Gifu Nagaragawa River 

Cormorant Fishing 

ぎふ長良川鵜飼 

Oze Cormorant Fishing 

小瀬鵜飼 

  Cormorant fishing on the Nagaragawa River holds a history of 1,300 years, 

and currently sees six usho cormorant fishermen that display their talent and 

mastery of the craft. The cormorant fishing here is watched by over a 

hundred thousand travelers from Japan and around the world each year. 

Date: May 11th to October 15th  

Location: Gifu City  

Website:  https://www.ukai-gifucity.jp/ukai/ 

Directions(to boarding docks): From JR Gifu or Gifu Meitetsu station take 

a Nagara-bashi Keiyu Line Gifu Bus (20 minutes, 210 yen), get off at 

“Nagara-bashi” bus stop, One-minute walk to boarding docks 

  While not as large as the Gifu Nagaragawa River 

Cormorant Fishing, Oze Cormorant Fishing still holds a 

tradition of more than 1,000 years (and there are less 

crowds, which means more time with the ukai fishermen). 

Date:   May 11th to October 15th  

Location:   Seki City 

Web:   https://www.ozeukai.net/ 

Directions:   Please note that it is recommended 

that you drive because there will not be buses 

running after the fishing has ended 

  For a limited periods of time during the summer 

traveling season you can see the dazzling night view 

of Gifu City from the top of Gifu Castle. Just take the 

Mt. Kinka Ropeway cablecar up to the 329 meter 

peak of Mt. Kinka and enjoy the sparkling lights of 

Gifu City spread out down below you. 

Dates: July 14th～August 31st  

Hours: 6:00 pm ～ 10:00 pm (cablecar runs until 10:30 pm) 

Rates: Roundtrip Mt. Kinka Ropeway: 900 yen (Children:450 

yen), Gifu Castle: 200 yen (Children: 100 yen) 

Notes: In the case of bad weather, event may be cancelled 

The Japanese cormorants used to catch ayu 

Gifu Castle Panoramic 

Summer Night Viewing 

岐阜城パノラマ夜景 
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