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Date: October 20 ～ 21 

Time: Roughly 10:00 am ～ 4:00 pm 

Location: Area around the Sekigahara Fureai 

Center 

Directions: 8-min walk from Sekigahara Station 

Located in Osaka-cho of Gero City are the stunning landscapes and 

thousand-plus waterfalls (200 of which are over a height of five meters) 

of Gandate Gorge, which were first formed 54,000 years ago by a lava 

flow during a Mt. Ontake eruption. The area is especially beautiful in  

the autumn when the hillsides turn a brilliant orange. For more info: 

https://www.osaka-taki.com/en/index.php  

 

This festival is known all throughout the country as the best event 

for history buffs to assemble and celebrate medieval Japan’s 

largest and most decisive battle: Sekigahara. With skirmish re-

enactments, matchlock-rifle firing performances, various markets, 

and a line-up of concerts, there will be plenty to see and do. Take 

             some time and wander  

             around the surrounding  

             nature trails or historical  

             sites while you are at it! 

Battle of Sekigahara Festival 
関ヶ原合戦祭り 

Visitors come from all over Japan and the world 

looking for deals on Seki Cutlery  

Above: Matchlock-rifle firing 

Autumn in Gifu is one  

of the best times of the year for those that can’t bear extreme temperatures ― with a drop in humidity 

levels and much cooler temperatures than the summer who can blame them? Because of the varying 

elevation levels in Gifu, autumn foliage (momiji or kōyō in Japanese) in the southern Mino region start 

turning in November, while their counterparts in the northern Hida region will begin as early as October. 

With this edition of Go Gifu’s seasonal newsletter we will introduce a few of the many events and 

places to see during autumn in Gifu Prefecture. 

 

Wooden palisades on the  

historic battlegrounds 



z 

Enjoy exquisite lantern art that showcases the best 

qualities of Mino City’s 1,300-year-old washi 

papermaking industry. Seeing the historical district 

(a.k.a. Udatsu-Lined Old Streets) decorated with the 

lantern art will create a dream-like atmosphere that 

you won’t want to miss. 

Date:  October 6 ～ 7 (Sat and Sun) 

Time:  5:00 pm ～ 9:00 pm ***time lanterns are lit 

Location:  Udatsu-lined Old Streets of Mino City 

Directions:  10-minute walk from the Nagaragawa Railway’s 

Mino-shi Station (or a 1-minute walk from “Udatsu no 

Machinami-dori” bus stop on the Gifu Mino Line of Gifu Bus) 

Seki is known all over the world for their high-

quality steel cutlery, and they hold an enormous 

festival every year with around 50 attending 

cutlery vendors, an outdoor knife show, live 

music, festival food, and traditional katana 

swordsmithing demonstrations. If you want to 

buy some incredibly reasonably-priced cutlery 

or see master blacksmiths craft a sword then 

this is one festival you won’t want to miss. 

Date:   October 6 ～ 7 (Sat and Sun) 

Time:  10:00 am ～ 5:00 pm 

Location:  2 Chome Honmachi, Seki City 

(vendors will be along Honmachi-dori Street) 

Directions:  7-minute walk from Nagaragawa 

Railway’s Seki Station (From JR Takayama 

Main Line transfer at Mino-Ota Station) 

 

Related Event: Traditional Japanese 

Swordsmithing Demonstration 

See a katana be smithed before your very eyes as master 

blacksmiths literally pound the impurities out of red-hot steel. 

During the festival period, admission fees to the 

demonstration and Seki Traditional Swordsmith Museum will 

be free of charge. 

Date:   Seki Cutlery Festival Days  

Time:  10:30 am, 1:30 pm, 3:00 pm 

Venue:  Seki Traditional 

Swordsmith Museum 

Directions:  10 minutes on foot 

from the cutlery festival venue  

Mino Washi lantern art 
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Parades of musket-wielding samurai, samurai 

warlords, marching bands, dancing troupes, and 

other exciting events fill the weekend and keep 

the memory of local hero Oda Nobunaga alive! 

During the festival make sure to wander around 

various markets like the Waku Waku Flee 

Market at Kogane Park, the Pedestrian-only 

Zone at Wakamiya-cho, and the Rakuichi 

Produce Market in Yanagase. 

 

Date:   October 6 ～ 7  

Time:  10:00 am ～ 4:00 pm  

(some events will go longer  

on Saturday) 

Location:  Downtown Gifu  

City Area (various spots  

from JR Gifu Station to  

Wakamiya-cho) 

Directions:  All events are within a 20-min walk from either JR 

Gifu or Meitetsu Gifu Station 

Seki Cutlery Festival  
関市刃物まつり 

Gifu Nobunaga Festival   
ぎふ信長まつり 

Visitors looking for high-quality Seki cutlery 

Seki and Mino are only 
15 minutes apart from 

each other,  so why 
not go to both in one 

trip? 

Mino City historical district 

feat. lantern  art 

Musket samurai 



See the stark-white Gujo Hachiman Castle embellished 

with orange and red hues from the surrounding autumn 

leaves at this seasonal festival. In addition to these 

beautiful autumn colors, one can see taiko drum 

performances, musket-firing samurai, and partake in tea 

ceremonies. The castle area is only lit up at night for about 

a week or so and the dates have not yet been released so 

make sure and check our Facebook page at a later date 

for specific details.  

Address:  2-1-1 Yabuta-minami, Gifu City, Gifu  

Tourism Website:  http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/ 

Blog:  http://gogifu.wordpress.com/ 

 Email:  q01205@govt.pref.gifu.jp 

Tel: +81-58-272-8360****international                   

    058-272-8360****domestic 

Gifu Prefectural Government  

International Affairs Division 

Date:  Last week of Oct. through the end of 

November (festival events are concentrated 

around weekends and national holidays) 

Location:  Gujo Hachiman Castle 

Directions:  15-minute walk from Gujo 

Hachiman Jokamachi Plaza 

Yoro Park, home to over 3,000 Japanese maple 

trees, is the perfect place to spend a day 

appreciating the turning colors of the autumn 

leaves. The park itself is massive in size and 

offers multiple attractions like Yoro Falls, the Site 

of Reversible Destiny, and Children’s Country 

playground area. The stunning beauty of the 

area’s autumn colors are famous and help the 

park see upwards of a million visitors a year. 

Date:   October 1st ～ November 30th (festival events are 

concentrated around weekends and national holidays) 

Location:  Yoro Park 

Directions:  10-minute walk east from Yoro Railway’s 

Yoro Station 

Below: UNESCO World Heritage Site Shirakawa-go 
While Shirakawa-go is breathtaking no matter which season you 

visit, mountainsides surrounding the village will turn brown and 

orange in the autumn, matching the old gassho-zukkuri-style 

farmhouses. Shirakawa-go is accessible with a 50-min bus ride 

from the Takayama City Nohi Bus Center. 

Go Gifu               Page 3                                              Autumn 2018 

Yoro Park Momiji Festival 
養老公園 もみじまつり 

Gujo Hachiman Momiji Festival 
郡上八幡城下町もみじまつり 

Above: The fiery Gujo Hachiman Castle. 

Right: Gujo Hachiman Castle lit-up at night. 

Specific light-up dates have yet to be released. 

The expansive Yoro Park 

Yoro Park Site of  

Reversible Destiny 


