
Park Admission:  ¥300 (Middle and Primary School 

Students: ¥100) 

Time: 17:30～20:30 

Christmas Light Up:  Dec 22～25 

Winter Light Up:  Jan 12～Feb 28 

Directions:  From the Takayama Nohi Bus Center take 

the Sarubobo Bus and get off at the “Hida no Sato” bus 

stop (10 min, ¥210) 

 

Seeing the traditional, thatched roof farmhouses 

covered in snow and lit up at night is sure to be a 

feast for the eyes! Perfect for those that aren’t able 

to make it to the Shirakawa-go Winter Light Up. 
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Hida Folk Village Evening Illumination 
飛騨の里ライトアップ 

Winter Hida Takayama Evening Illumination 
Enjoy the winter landscapes of the Takayama City old quarter as the area 

around the Nakabashi Bridge is lit up with a variety of lights. 

Date: Dec 1~Feb 28 Time: 16:30  ~ 21:30  Venue: Nakabashi Bridge and 

surrounding area Directions: 10-minute walk east of JR Takayama Station 

Oh, the weather outside is frightful, but the fire kotatsu is so delightful…  

While many people in Gifu may be thinking this (lyrics from the wintertime classic Let It Snow!) and 

spending a majority of their time indoors under their kotatsu, a traditional Japanese space heater 

covered with a thick blanket and tabletop, it’s important to remember that there are heaps of events and 

scenery that one can only enjoy during the wintertime. Unfortunately we aren’t able to feature every 

festival or event that’s held in the prefecture with this newsletter, so make sure and check our website 

and Facebook page for more information. 

The beautiful thatched-roof  

farmhouses at night 
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Date: January 2nd  

Time: 10:00am 

Location: Seki Sword Tradition 

Museum 

Access: 3min walk from 

Nagaragawa Railway Hamono 

Kaikanmae Station 

 

45th Takayama Sake Brewery Tour 
第45回高山酒蔵めぐり 

Winter Eats: 

Takayama Ramen 

Also known has chuka soba (meaning 

“Chinese buckwheat noodles” even 

though they have no relation to the 

standard soba noodles), this local style 

of ramen will be sure to warm you up 

during the frigid Hida-region winter. 

The defining characteristics of this 

ramen include the light, soy-sauce-

based soup and curly noodles that are 

best enjoyed with a loud slurp! 
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Time: 10:00～12:00 and 13:00～16:00 (registration 

available until 11:45 and 15:45 respectively) 

Venue: Various breweries in the historical district of 

Takayama City (see  above “Tour Schedule”) 

Directions: 10-15 min on foot from Takayama Station East Exit 

Duration: 15～20 min Cost: Free 

Dates Sake Brewery 

Jan 18～Jan 24 Kawashiri Sake Brewery 

Jan 25～Jan 31 Niki Sake Brewery 

Feb 1～Feb 7 Hirase Sake Brewery 

Feb 8～Feb 14 Funasaka Sake Brewery 

Feb 15～Feb 21 Hirata Sake Brewery 

Feb 22～March 2 Harada Sake Brewery 

During this 300-year-old tradition, the white-walled storehouses and Seto Canal are 

lined with candles creating a snowy, magical atmosphere. While not the original 

purpose of this event, it has long been known as being a place where couples are 

formed. For this reason, young people from all over make their way to Hida 

Furukawa every year to visit three of the town’s temples―Enkō-ji (円光寺), Shinshū-

ji (真宗寺), and Honkō-ji (本光寺)—to pray for love and romance. 

Santera Mairi “Three-Temple  

Pilgrimage” 三寺まいり 

  

Gero Onsen Fireworks Musical Winter 

Performance  

下呂温泉花火ミュージカル冬公演 

  
Watch world-class pyrotechnicians launch 

fireworks in time with accompanying music during 

this dazzling winter spectacle. 7,000 to 11,000 

fireworks are launched during the course of a 

normal 15-minute show. 

Gero Hot Springs Winter 

Firework Stories 

Date:  Every Saturday from January to 

March  

Time:  20:30 (around 10 minutes long) 

Location:  Along the banks of the Hida 

River downstream of the Gero Ohashi 

Bridge 

Access:  5-minute walk from Gero Station 

Weekly firework performances  with 

various themes that change each month. 

Date:  January 15 

Schedule: Monzen Market (Matsuri Hiroba Festival Plaza)- 12:00～21:00 

                  One Thousand Candles (Along the Seto Canal)- 16:00～21:00 

Location:  Downtown Hida Furukawa 

Access:  5-min walk from Hida Furukawa Station 

Date: December 1, 8, 15, and 22 

(and special Christmas Performance on the 24th) 

Time: 20:00～20:15  

(Christmas Performance 20:00～20:30) 

Location: Along the banks of the Hida River upstream  

of the Gero Ohashi Bridge 

Access: 5-minute walk from Gero Station 

The candles along the Seto Canal  

during the Santera Mairi 

Fireworks in Gero Hot Springs 

The sign and cedar ball 

marking the featured brewery 

In Japan they have a saying that goes along the lines of “good sake can 

be found in cold places.” The northern Hida region of Gifu produces 

delicious sake—making it a perfect example of this saying—because not 

only is it blessed with a cold climate, but pristine water and high-quality  

                                                      rice as well. Each week one of the six 

                                                      participating sake breweries will open 

                                                      up its doors for tours and sake  

                                                      sampling. Take a guided  tour of the          

                                                      brewery and then try some of their         

                                                       delicious sake! 

 

You can tour sake brewing facilities that aren’t 

normally open to the public 

Tour Schedule 



Uchizome Swordsmithing Ceremony 

古式日本刀鍛錬打初め式 

Watch the first Japanese swordsmithing ceremony of the year here in 

Seki, where swordsmiths dawn their white robes and show their 

mastery of the art—which has been passed down for over 700 years. 

Through this powerful ceremony they pray for the success and safety of 

Seki craftsmen that work on swords and cutlery that year. If you miss 

this event then they have live demonstrations on the first Sunday of 

each month (except January and October) at 10:00 and 13:30. 

Date: January 2nd  

Time: 10:00～11:30 (swordsmithing only demonstrated once, 

however, there will be two sessions with a break in the middle to 

allow the steel to reheat) 

Location: Seki Sword Tradition Museum 

Directions: 3-minute walk from Nagaragawa Railway Hamono 

Kaikanmae Station 
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Satoyama Experience offers a 

plethora of tours and activities that 

are sure to keep you occupied 

during the cold winter season. In 

addition to the standard walking 

tours they offer a sake brewery tour, 

cooking classes, snowshoeing, 

family cooking classes, and walking 

tours around the Hida Folk Village. 

 

Period: Late Dec～Late Feb 

Web: https://satoyama-

experience.com/ 

Make your own pair of Japanese snowshoes and 

then explore the winter wonderland of Hida-

Osaka with the final destination being a frozen 

waterfall! There are four  courses you can choose 

from that                      visit different waterfalls and                

                                          vary in difficulty. 

Period: Late Jan～Early Feb 

Notes: ＊Reservations are  

required to be made 10 days  

prior to desired tour date. 

＊Tours available in English and  Portuguese 

            Web: https://www.osaka-taki.com/en/           

Famous katana are exhibited inside the Seki 

Sword Traditional Museum 

The traditional swordsmithing 

draws a lot of media attention 

Snowshoe at Shinhotaka Ropeway 

with Satoyama Experience 

Winter 

waterfall tour 

Below: Gandate Gorge in Osaka-cho, 

Gero, where you can see lava- 

rock landscapes that were 

first formed 54,000 

years ago during a  

Mt. Ontake 

eruption. 

Address:  2-1-1 Yabuta-minami, Gifu City, Gifu  

Tourism Website:  http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/ 

 

Gifu Prefectural Government International Affairs Division 

Facebook: Go Gifu   Instagram: gogifu_japan 

Email:  q01205@govt.pref.gifu.jp 

 

Tel: +81-58-272-8360****international                   

    058-272-8360****domestic 

https://satoyama-experience.com/
https://satoyama-experience.com/
https://satoyama-experience.com/
https://www.osaka-taki.com/en/
https://www.osaka-taki.com/en/
https://www.osaka-taki.com/en/
http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/
http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/
http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/

