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GO GIFU 

Mino Festival  

Are those cherry trees?! Not quite. 

The annual Mino Festival is the only place where you can 
witness the beautiful hana mikoshi (“flower shrines” in 
English), which are aptly named for their resemblance of 
dancing cherry blossom trees. The 30 hana mikoshi of 
varying sizes, which are paraded down Mino City’s Udatsu 
Wall Historical District, have hundreds of bamboo poles 
that are adorned with pink Mino Washi paper. 
 

Date: April 13~14 

Location: Udatsu Wall Historical District, Mino City 

Directions: 10-minute walk from the Nagaragawa Railway Mino-shi 
Station OR 1-min walk from the “Udatsu no Machinami Dori” bus 
stop on the Gifu Bus Mino Line; from JR Gifu Station bus platform 14 
take a B87 bus towards “Chuno Chosha” (~60 min, 990 yen) 

美濃まつり 

The Mino Festival showcases 
the beauty of Mino Washi, a 
traditional style of Japanese 

paper that has been produced in 
Mino City for over 1,300 years! 

“Dancing” hana mikoshi 

Unique festivals, sakura-themed  

merchandise at local convenience stores, warm weather and sprouting vegetation (also 

note the sudden increase of white masks amongst hay fever sufferers) are all signs of the 

coming of spring here in Gifu. With this newsletter we hope to introduce a few of the 

festivals and other events here that one can enjoy during the spring. Make sure and check 

out our Facebook page for upcoming events and other Gifu-related news not    mentioned 

in this newsletter. 

The iconic hana mikoshi making their way through  

the old streets of Mino City’s Udatsu Wall Historical District 

Safe Travels! 
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The Furukawa Festival consists of two distinct elements: the 

energy and raw emotion of the Okoshi Daiko Drum, and the 

parade of mikoshi portable shrines and festival floats. The 

highlight of this festival is surely the okoshi-daiko drum 

(meaning “drum of awakening), however, if the excitement of 

the drums aren’t your style then make sure to see the calm, 

more traditional mikoshi procession and festival float parade. 

 

Date: April 19～20 

Location: Various locations around JR Hida-Furukawa Station  

Directions: 5-min walk from JR Hida-Furukawa Station 

Takayama Spring Festival  
春の高山祭 

Furukawa Festival  
古川祭 

The Takayama Festival is considered to be one of 

Japan’s Three Most Beautiful Festivals and holds a 

history of over 400 years. During this festival you can 

see 12 traditional yatai floats that are paraded through 

the historic district of Takayama City. At night these 

beautifully-crafted floats are adorned with paper 

lanterns and the festival takes on a different light. 

The Okoshi-daiko Drum 

Ogaki Festival  
大垣まつり 

These three festivals are  
all designated as  

UNESCO Intangible  
Cultural Heritages!!! The Ogaki Festival is just a stone’s throw  

away from the Gifu City/Nagoya area, and  

with a history of over 360 years it’s considered  

the most traditional festival  in all of the Mino 

region. At this festival you can see the master 

craftsmanship of the 13 traditional parade 

floats that feature karakuri marionette dolls and 

traditional Japanese dance performances. 

 

Date: May 11～12 

Location: The Ogaki Hachiman Shrine and surrounding area  

Directions: 5-minute walk from the South Exit of JR Ogaki 

Station 

Date: April 14～15 

Location: Hie Shrine, Nakabashi Bridge, Shinmei-dori 

Street, and other places  

Directions: 15-20 minute walk from JR Takayama Station 

The mammoth Okoshi Daiko  Drum paraded 

through Furukawa on the first night of the 

festival 

Yatai festival floats making their 

way across Takayama’s iconic 

Nakabashi Bridge 

Elaborate yatai floats of the  

Furukawa Festival 

Tonbo (“Dragonfly”) performances done to amuse the 

crowds and show off  the courage of local participants 

Children dance performances on yama festival floats  



  Go Gifu        Page 3                                              Spring 2019 

Above: Gero Hot Springs Winter Fireworks 

Story from downtown Gero 

This major ceramics festival sees upwards of 

150,000 ceramic fans each year browsing the 

pottery and ceramic ware sold at extremely 

reasonable prices by the multitude of attending 

vendors and artists. In addition to the festival 

itself there are other various events and markets 

held in conjunction nearby. 

Date: April 13～14 

Location: Oribe Street in Honmachi, Tajimi City 

Directions: Complimentary shuttle bus from JR 
Tajimi Station (though the venue is only a 15-
minute walk from Tajimi Station) 

Tajimi Ceramics Festival 
たじみ陶器まつり 

Ogaki Boat Rides 
水の都おおがき舟下り・たらい舟 

Take a relaxing boat ride down the Suimon River 

passing under blossoming cherry trees along the 

way. Total ride time will be around 30 minutes as 

you float down 1.1 km of river. Tub boat rides 

(taraibune in Japanese) are available in late April to 

May. 

Check out the Go Gifu 
Facebook page for 
more information 
about news and events 
going on in Gifu! 

Address:  2-1-1 Yabuta-minami, Gifu City, Gifu  

Tourism Website:  http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/ 

 

Gifu Prefectural Government  

International Affairs Division 

Email:  q01205@govt.pref.gifu.jp 

Instagram: gogifu_japan 

Facebook: Go Gifu   

Tel: +81-58-272-8360****international                   

    058-272-8360****domestic 

Kamigare Tea Plantation (Below) 
Nicknamed the Machu Picchu of Gifu, this tea plantation is located at an 

altitude of 440 meters amidst the mountains of Ibigawa. The view point of the 

Tenku Walking Trail is a mere 20-minute climb from the plantation parking lot 

(please be warned that the stairs are a bit steep). The plantation is greenest 

right before the tea-leaf picking season begins in the end of May. 

Location: Kasuga Rokugo, Ibigawa 

Directions: 30-min drive from Ibi Station  

on the Yoro Railway 

Cherry Blossom Season: March 23～April 7 

Taraibune Tub Boat Rides: April 27～May 5 
Location: Suimon River near Ogaki Castle 

Directions: 10-minute walk from JR Ogaki Station 

Online Reservations (Jpn): 
http://www.ogakikanko.jp/event/fune/ 

If you plan the boat ride just right you may be able  to ride through 

some  cherry blossom tunnels 

Ceramic ware of all sorts  

Ceramic fans from all over 

http://travel.kankou-gifu.jp/
http://www.ogakikanko.jp/event/fune/

